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As we reflect on 2023, we see a year
defined by growth and investment in our
shared future. It’s with great pride that we
present to you our 2023 Annual Report, a
testament to our collective efforts and the
strides we’ve made in advancing gender
justice. 

Throughout the past year, we’ve witnessed
a staggering increase in engagement with
survivors, as evidenced by a 132% rise in
helpline calls compared to the previous
year. This surge underscores our
deepened commitment to supporting
survivors, offering comprehensive
assistance and extending our reach to
those in need. Notably, our efforts to
address the housing crisis facing survivors
resulted in over $1,000,000 in funds
allocated towards secure safe housing- a
critical step toward long-term stability.  

In October 2023, we celebrated a
significant milestone with the opening of
our new office in Brooklyn, home to large
and fast-growing South Asian
communities. This move reaffirms our
dedication to meeting survivors where they
are and providing essential support across
New York City. In our short time in
Brooklyn we’ve hosted numerous events
with our Sakhi community. We’re happy to
have a safe space where the community
can gather comfortably and enjoy each
other’s company, especially during the
recent months where a number of our
community members have experienced
hate crimes and widespread loss due to
global turbulence. 

Dear Friends,
Our community continues to remain
resilient in the face of heightened violence
and anti-Muslim hate, Islamophobia, and
anti-South Asian sentiments. We stand in
solidarity and offer support to those
affected. Together we mourn the losses
and reaffirm our commitment to our
shared cause. 

The stories in this report illustrate the
profound impact of your support. The
many different victories described here
remind us of the transformative power of
collective action. We extend our deepest
gratitude to you for your unwavering
support and dedication. 

Together, we hold the power to shape a
future where survivors find healing,
strength, and the justice they deserve.
Thank you for being a vital part of our
journey. 

In Solidarity,

2023 Annual Report

Beesham A. Seecharan
Board Chair

Kavita Mehra
Executive Director



This report is dedicated to the
souls we lost in 2023 to domestic

and gender-based violence. 

While we know of at least 18
individuals in the South Asian

diaspora who lost their lives this
past year, there are countless
others whose names we do not

and will not know. 

May They Rest In Power.
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Founded in 1989, Sakhi builds
power with survivors in New
York City who have
encountered interpersonal or
community violence. 

Sakhi is committed to serving
survivors through a
combination of efforts
including—but not limited to—
direct services, advocacy,
technical assistance and
community outreach. 

Ab
ou

t S
ak

hi Our Mission
Sakhi for South Asian Women
exists to represent the South
Asian diaspora in a survivor-
led, survivor-centered
movement for gender justice,
and to honor the collective and
inherent power of all survivors
of violence. 

Our Work

Our Outcomes
Sakhi is a sanctuary and a
space of healing. We work with
survivors, allies, and partners
to advocate for systemic
changes in policy and practice
at the local, state, and federal
levels. The outcomes of our
journey include: 

Safety
Freedom from violence and
fear
Housing, food, and
healthcare security
Economic independence

Power
Agency for self
determination
Access to education 

Healing
Emotional well-being
Hope
Ownership of one’s present
and future

Liberation
Access to happiness
Leadership in the advocacy
space

We envision a world in which
we are all equipped with the
tools and network that can
enable us to pursue safety,
healing, and joy on our own
terms.
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survivors, starting at six years old. We worked
with survivors to engage in personal advocacy
in eight South Asian languages. This includes
but is not limited to: crisis management,
access to legal services & public benefits, food,
housing & financial security, and mental health
counseling. 

of those 581 survivors have participated in our
Economic Empowerment program, 
a 72% increase from 2023.

helpline calls, a 132% increase from the prior
year. Sakhi’s helpline is NYC’s only gender-
based violence helpline staffed by South Asian
language speakers.

members of our community have made 328
trips to one of our Food Justice Program
pantries stocked with culturally appropriate
food.

survivors have participated in our trauma-
informed and culturally affirming counseling
programs, a 38% increase from the prior year.

Sakhi has provided over $1 million in rental
assistance for safe, independent housing.
164 survivors worked with Sakhi to find safe
housing and rental assistance.

Domestic and gender-based violence continue
to be the leading cause of homelessness in
NYC shelters.

We worked with

Economic justice is gender justice

By the end of 2023, we received

Healing requires care

Food justice is a basic right

581

253

2869 94

128

$1,061,961
Housing is key to safety

Sakhi’s Impact
In Numbers
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An
ti-

Vi
ol

en
ce Sakhi’s Anti-Violence Program

(AVP) offers an array of culturally-
sensitive, linguistically-appropriate

services, including crisis intervention,
safety-planning, legal advocacy and

resources, and ongoing emotional
support.

“I feel like I’ve burned my past to be a
better version of myself.”

-Survivor in Sakhi’s 
Anti-Violence Program
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An
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Through trauma-informed
programming, Sakhi’s Anti-
Violence Program (AVP)
Advocates establish a secure
haven for South Asian survivors
who have faced violence. We
work with survivors of all
genders, races, ethnicities,
religions, sexualities, castes, or
any other identity markers. AVP
offers a range of culturally-
sensitive, linguistically-
appropriate services, including
crisis intervention, safety-
planning, legal advocacy and
resources, and ongoing emotional
support.

Additionally, AVP Services offers
immigration legal support,
addressing issues like VAWA,
asylum, U-visas, and removal of
green card conditions. Sakhi
collaborates with a network of
community legal partners to
provide comprehensive
assistance.

AVP operates in tandem with
Sakhi’s Sexual Assault Program,
which is dedicated to working
with survivors through
coordination with the NYC Task
Force, NYC SVU, DA’s office,
forensic examination, and the
Rape Crisis Center. Safe healing
spaces are created through legal
support groups, know-your-rights
workshops, age-specific support
groups, and wellness-based
events.

In 2023, AVP served a total of
581 survivors in over eight South
Asian languages. The average
survivor who worked with AVP in
2023 had longer engagement
with our programming and
resources compared to prior
years.

Survivors worked with
Sakhi’s AVP in 2023

581
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C
ou

ns
el

in
g Sakhi’s Counseling Program provides

trauma-informed and survivor-
centered (individual and group) 

mental health services to survivors of
gender-based violence.

I was able to take my son to Disney
last month. This was my first vacation
in my entire life. It felt good to go
somewhere and share the experience
with my child. This would not have
been possible without Sakhi and you. 

Being in counseling helped me see
that I deserve to be happy too.

-Survivor in 
Sakhi’s Counseling Program

8



2023 Annual Report

C
ou

ns
el

in
g Gender-based violence is a

public health issue that affects
all communities. As a result of
their experiences as
immigrants and people of
color, South Asian survivors
often suffer from unaddressed
complex trauma. Additionally,
in many South Asian
communities, addressing
mental health, like addressing
gender-based violence, can
attract stigma, rejection and
further isolation.

As trauma-informed service
providers, we understand the
importance of having mental
health services be available to
the community. Mental health
services are neither affordable
nor accessible for most U.S.
residents. Furthermore, those
services that are available are
rarely culturally or linguistically
specific.

In Sakhi’s Counseling Program,
evidence-based practices (EBP)
are uniquely honed to include
South Asian perspectives.
Counseling services include
mental health assessments,
individual one-on-one
counseling sessions, and
referrals and follow up with
outside providers if possible.

In 2023,128 survivors
participated in our trauma-
informed and culturally
affirming counseling programs.  
Sakhi’s counseling program
supported survivors with co-
parenting relationships with
those engaging in harm,
accessing external psychiatric
support (assessments,
diagnoses, and medication
prescriptions), and supporting
caregivers and parents wishing
to practice greater emotional
regulation and healthy
behavior with their children.

9
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Ec
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m

en
t Sakhi’s Economic Empowerment

Program equips survivors of gender-
based violence with the tools necessary
to achieve long-term economic growth

and self-sufficiency.

I’ve learned in my time at Sakhi that
it’s important to recognize seemingly
‘small’ or less obvious victories as
meaningful and significant— a client
learning to navigate the public
transportation system on her own, a
client moving forward to the next
round of job interviews. These in-
between moments indicate to
survivors that they are on the right
path, that the stability they seek is
within reach, that they are agents,
the architects of their own futures. 

-Sakhi Economic Empowerment
Advocate
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t Sakhi’s Economic Empowerment

Program (EE) works with
survivors and their families
through financial literacy
workshops, regular career
counseling sessions, assistance
navigating HRA and Public
Benefits systems, and ongoing
support through the job
application process, facilitating
larger processes of financial
independence and breaking
cycles of generational poverty.
The EE program prioritizes
holistic and curated EE services
to all survivors so they feel
supported as they embark on
their long-term financial stability
journey.

In 2023, the EE Program served a
total of 253 survivors, 107 of
whom were new to the program
and 146 of whom had previously
received EE services. This
represents a 72% increase in
survivors served as compared to
2022. 

EE also launched several new
initiatives to bolster its regular
programming--including two
career fairs held in collaboration
with NYC partners, training to
encourage clients to practice
vigilance around frauds and
scams, and knowledgeable
workshops about financial topics
including asset building and
savings.

EE’s pilot Match Savings
Program worked with interested
gainfully employed survivors. The
participants appreciated the
opportunity to begin their asset
building journey with Sakhi.
Through our supportive financial
literacy and Savings/Investing
workshops that accompanied the
match savings program, the
participants felt more informed
and knowledgeable about their
finances, enabling them to
prioritize savings each month
through not only opening savings
accounts but also opening
investment accounts. 

Increase in the number of
survivors who worked with

Sakhi’s EE Program.

72%
11
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H
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st

ic
e Sakhi’s Housing Program provides

program participants with the
resources and support they need to

find stable, supportive and safe
housing for themselves and their

dependents. 

“I’m looking forward to having my
own one bedroom apartment for the
first time ever! This will be the first
time I’m living with no roommates or
relatives!” -Survivor in Sakhi’s 

Housing Justice Program
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H
ou
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Ju
st

ic
e Sakhi’s Housing Justice

Program provides program
participants with the resources
and support they need to find
stable, supportive and safe
housing for themselves and
their dependents. Our program
helps participants make on-
time and full rental and utility
payments. Through this
program, we offer assistance
with other related expenses
such as payment of security
deposits as well as all other
costs incidental to relocation to
supportive housing.

The overarching goal of this
program is to provide
assistance to individuals who
are homeless or at imminent
risk of homelessness,
simultaneously building up
their financial capacity and
ability to provide for
themselves and their families.

In addition to temporary
housing, we aim to create a
home environment for
participants that is cohesive
with achieving eventual
economic independence and
stability. 

In 2023, the Housing Justice
Program distributed
$1,061,961 in rental
assistance towards safe,
independent housing. 201
survivors worked with the
Housing Justice Program, and
95 survivors received rental
assistance. We also expanded
our housing program with
renewed grants from HUD, and
Trinity Church Wall Street. 

Distributed in rental assistance towards safe,
independent housing in 2023.

$1,061,961

Domestic violence
remains one of the
leading causes of

homelessness in 
New York City.

13



2023 Annual Report

Yo
ut
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m

en
t Sakhi’s Youth Empowerment Program

provides supportive services for youth
between the ages of 6-24 and safe

spaces to freely explore issues around
identity, family, relationships, and

positive sexuality and gender.

from one space to another,
I was swayed as a feather
told to be lighter
less open
told to be quieter
less loud

told to be someone other than myself
yet here I stand as leather
open, loud, & myself
proud is an understatement
for as long as I choose to stand as
me,

I am free -Survivor in Sakhi’s 
Youth Empowerment

Program

14



2023 Annual Report

Yo
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t Children who witness violence

often show the same if not
more severe symptoms of
PTSD as a family member who
experiences violence
themselves. To support the
needs of young survivors, the
Youth Empowerment Program
(YEP) offers individual mental
health counseling for youth
between the ages of 6-24 who
have experienced
interpersonal, domestic, or
gender-based violence. These
one-on-one, 45 minute
sessions are typically held on a
weekly or bi-weekly basis,
depending on availability. 

Sakhi hosts a variety of
programs for families who
have experienced gender-
based violence. Depending on
the varying needs of youth
survivors YEP hosts support
groups for caregivers and
youth to provide
psychoeducation, strengthen
communication, leadership,
critical thinking, and conflict
resolution skills among young
people, build relationships, and
support folks in healing from
trauma.

In 2023, Sakhi Youth
Advocates and MSW interns
provided case management to
28 youth survivors. Sakhi’s
YEP Youth Counselor (a
licensed social worker)
provided individual counseling
sessions to 18 children and
youth. YEP also offered a peer
support group, YEP Arts. The
group met biweekly year-
round, with an August break,
and supported youth survivors
between the ages of 6-12
years old in exploring
alternative therapeutic
techniques, specifically art.
Seven children participated on
average. 
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Fo
od

 J
us

tic
e Sakhi’s Food Justice Program (FJP)

seeks to make more nutritious, shelf-
stable, easy-to-prepare, and culturally

familiar food available to survivors who
face housing, food, and income

instability.

I am a single mother living on a part-
time job and on SNAP benefits. Food
prices have gone up so much that I
was unable to buy ingredients for
balanced meals. I'm thankful to
Sakhi's FJP facility where I have
access to fresh vegetables and more
expensive groceries like oil, South
Asian specialized spices and hygiene
products.

-Sakhi Food Justice 
Program User
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Fo
od
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us

tic
e Established in 2019, Sakhi’s

Food Justice Program (FJP)
seeks to make more nutritious,
shelf-stable, easy-to-prepare,
and culturally familiar food
available to survivors who face
housing, food, and income
instability.

This program was started out
of our understanding of how
destabilizing it is to be without
basic necessities, particularly
while recovering from trauma.
This program represents a
crucial element of our trauma-
informed programming.

In 2023, 94 survivors made
328 trips to one of our two
pantries stocked with culturally
appropriate food. 

Survivors regularly expressed
how important access to the
FJP was as grocery prices have
continued to rise and their
purchasing power has shrunk.

Further, many survivors we
work with have experienced
challenges and delays
accessing public benefits
through NYC HRA and SNAP.
In these cases, FJP has filled
gaps for survivors awaiting
benefits decisions. However,
even survivors with benefits
and jobs have experienced
food insecurity due to inflation.
In these cases, FJP has
enabled survivors to be
targeted with their food-
shopping budget and use our
pantries for bulk South Asian
staples. 

17
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C
om
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ity
 E
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ag

em
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t Sakhi not only works one-on-one with
survivors to address their individual

needs and long-term safety, but also
offers knowledge and tools for ending

the cycle of violence awareness through
our Community Engagement Program.
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t
The Community Engagement
Program (CEP) aims to be an
engaged, and visible presence
in the movement to end
gender-based violence and to
promote the work Sakhi does.
Through grassroots efforts,
building external partnerships
with community based
organizations and survivor-led
leadership initiatives, CEP
seeks to increase awareness of
Sakhi’s mission, provide
knowledge and share tools and
resources that seek to equip
community members to
address violence and trauma in
their own lives and community.
In order to effect broader
systemic change, CEP also
engages in networking
activities, advocating for policy
reforms and improvements in
services for survivors. 
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The past year marked a significant milestone for Sakhi as we
celebrated the opening of our new office in Brooklyn. This
decision wasn't just a strategic move; it was our heartfelt
response to the growing Bangladeshi and Pakistani
communities in the area, which have doubled in size since the
2000s. Recognizing the unique challenges faced by survivors in
these communities, such as poverty, limited education, and
language barriers, we felt a deep need to establish a physical
presence in Brooklyn to make a real impact.

Our commitment is even more meaningful given a recent
report from the New York City Domestic Violence Fatality
Review Committee, revealing a staggering 225% increase in
intimate partner homicides between 2021 and 2022 in
Brooklyn. This underscores the urgent need for our
unwavering support for survivors in the borough.

In October 2023, we proudly opened our Brooklyn office,
reflecting Sakhi's forward-thinking approach and dedication to
creating a sustainable community for survivors. Our open
house event brought together survivors, their families, and our
team from across the five boroughs. More than 50 of us
gathered in a warm and inviting atmosphere, sharing food and
activities and building unity and camaraderie. This event
provided a unique opportunity for survivors to connect with
each other, forming meaningful friendships and support
networks that embody the spirit of Sakhi.
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Survivors in our community often struggle with isolation,
whether from unsupportive family members or the
communities they come from. At Sakhi, our mission goes
beyond just helping survivors in crisis; we strive to build strong
networks of community and connection. Our Brooklyn office
gives us a larger space to host events for our community,
including regular wellness events focused on promoting
wellbeing, community building, and mindfulness. Through
these gatherings, survivors can find a sense of belonging and
celebrate their cultural identities through storytelling, food,
and creative activities.

These instances of survivors coming together highlight their
strength and resilience. Sakhi remains committed to creating
safe spaces where survivors can be themselves and empower
each other. The opening of our Brooklyn office is a testament
to this commitment.

As we move forward into 2024 and beyond, we are excited
about the future of Sakhi and our community. Together, we
continue our journey towards a world free from violence,
supporting each other every step of the way.
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Sakhi’s Financials,
Year-Over-Year

Income (in $000s)

$2,864

$3,104

$3,757

$ -355

$ 3,839

$ 2,466

$240 $3,402

$ 6,305
With Donor
Restrictions

Without Donor
Restrictions
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Liabilities & Equity (in $000s)

$68

$2,105 $1,848

$ 4,171$1,919

$ 4,638

$2,173

$197$71

Equity Liabilities
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Assets (in $000s)

$ 1,919 $ 2,173

$ 2,057

$ 2,310

$ 4,367Pledges
Receivable, 
Long Term

A/O Assets
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Moments
To Remember
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March 14-23

Sakhi Attends Public Obscenities 

Sakhi staff attends showings of Public Obscenities, a critically
acclaimed bilingual play by Shayok Misha Chowdhury,

followed by a meet and greet with the director and cast.
April 19

Sakhi’s Manisha Shah Wins 2023 Purple Ribbon Award

Sakhi Helpline & Volunteer Manager Manisha Shah is
selected for the coveted 2023 Purple Ribbon Award for
Hotline Employee/Operator in recognition of her work
on expanding Sakhi’s helpline.Sakhi Attends Monsoon Wedding: The Musical

May 10

The Sakhi community attends a showing of Monsoon
Wedding: The Musical followed by a talkback with director

Mira Nair, a longtime supporter of Sakhi’s mission.
July 20

Sakhi Sunsets Manhattan Office

Sakhi closes its Manhattan Office to prepare for a brand
new office location in Brooklyn.

Forced Marriage Informational Session
July 26

In partnership with the Tahirih Justice Center, Sakhi holds an  
informational session on forced marriage, warning signs, and

how to seek help for those in dangerous situations.

View the recording here.

August 1

Sakhi Opens New Brooklyn Office

Sakhi opens a brand new office location in Brooklyn,
establishing a physical presence closer to many of the
survivors who work with Sakhi.

2023 Youth Leadership Program Launches

October 15

Sakhi’s Youth Empowerment Program launches its 2023
Youth Leadership Program, exploring Adultism and Youth
Autonomy.

September 26

Sakhi hosts Panel on Suicide Prevention in the South
Asian Diaspora

Sakhi hosts a panel discussion with Brown Girls Health on 
suicide awareness and prevention in the South Asian diaspora.

View the recording here. (Passcode: 0eK2a.=b)

October 20-21

Sakhi Brooklyn Office Open Houses

Sakhi hosts Open House events for the Sakhi community
to congregate in the new Brooklyn office location,

sharing laughter, food, and newfound connections.

Sakhi Hosts To Kill a Tiger US Public Premiere

October 20

Sakhi hosts the first public premiere in the United States
of Oscar-Nominated documentary To Kill A Tiger.
Executive Director Kavita Mehra moderates a panel
discussion with Filmmaker and Director Nisha Pahuja
following the screening. Sakhi was one of two
Community Partners for the film.

December 12

Sakhi Holiday Party

Sakhi hosts an End of Year celebration for the Sakhi
community.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/rec/WN_nHuCEjulRYiMb5CblHT8yA?meetingId=a7uImt9jav8M4qNM-9lLIZdD9A8Mg8Iwn8l6hxJsAmxjh4yNt8oxLddD-mBF-m_N.49pxYC66aSu8WmTv&playId=&action=play?hasValidToken=false&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FSPbfvMquxXRG6pFX29-a58t95RVroKAeD0HhvYryaqkDjOLCllPCj_b71Wnwelmn.H03luGbRTjEIQ01F%2520%2520Passcode%3A%2520j%3FXyp7qU&utm_source=Sakhi+2021+-+October+Import+%28Constant+Contact+MMERGE%29&utm_campaign=eae92b4e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_12_29_2021_Renewing_Sanctuary_COPY_&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_915eaaa1cf-eae92b4e0f-&ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_12_29_2021_Renewing_Sanctuary_COPY_)&mc_cid=eae92b4e0f&mc_eid=UNIQID#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/component-page?action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&clusterId=us06&componentName=need-password&meetingId=UP3Y6gEXVrnHDkn6IPOruTlO7dWWAR1HylBv3rfsg70C8XHbwaQYCa0l0pppL5O8.hjgMOwjjzLnbYvr6&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FpRkK6L00LaUDHGw4hmFyF8HDfNn826YsqpbuVgyaKcNGekB7bs_ueHshUDOgmiNY.ENITwcDXmCtN9zQo%2520%2520Passcode%3A%25200eK2a.%3Db
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Sakhi
In The Press

DW News, February 23

Indian Migrant to US Left Undocumented 
After Abuse

Inside Philanthropy, March 8

Philanthropy is Dropping the Ball on
Gender Justice. Here’s What Needs to
Change.

Luxury fashion house celebrates
International Women’s Day,

supports gender justice cause

News India Times, March 13

Brown Girl Magazine, March 13

Indiaspopup.com Celebrates
International Women’s Day By Honoring
South Asian Women Leaders

Global Luxury Fashion Platform Honors
South Asian Women Leaders for Their

Nonprofit Work and Community Building

Vogue India, August 1

How fashion entrepreneur Archana
Yenna brought together the South Asian
community for International Women’s
Day

South Asian support groups offer help
to survivors of gender-based violence
in New York City

CBS News, September 21

Gothamist, August 4

South Asian calls to NYC domestic violence
hotline double in summer months

20 South Asian Gender-based Violence
Groups Noted ‘Alarming’ Rise in Helpline
Requests At the Height of Pandemic 

American Kahani, October 8

The Collective Urges Compassion and
Data-Driven Solutions in Response to

Escalating Migrant Crisis in New York City

American Kahani, March 20

PR Newswire, September 23

https://www.dw.com/en/indian-migrant-in-us-left-undocumented-after-escaping-abuse/video-64799092
https://www.dw.com/en/indian-migrant-in-us-left-undocumented-after-escaping-abuse/video-64799092
https://www.dw.com/en/indian-migrant-in-us-left-undocumented-after-escaping-abuse/video-64799092
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2023/3/8/philanthropy-is-dropping-the-ball-on-gender-justice-heres-what-needs-to-change#:~:text=Focus%20on%20organizations%20led%20by,the%20word%20about%20our%20work.
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2023/3/8/philanthropy-is-dropping-the-ball-on-gender-justice-heres-what-needs-to-change#:~:text=Focus%20on%20organizations%20led%20by,the%20word%20about%20our%20work.
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2023/3/8/philanthropy-is-dropping-the-ball-on-gender-justice-heres-what-needs-to-change#:~:text=Focus%20on%20organizations%20led%20by,the%20word%20about%20our%20work.
https://www.newsindiatimes.com/luxury-fashion-house-celebrates-international-womens-day-supports-gender-justice-cause/
https://www.newsindiatimes.com/luxury-fashion-house-celebrates-international-womens-day-supports-gender-justice-cause/
https://www.newsindiatimes.com/luxury-fashion-house-celebrates-international-womens-day-supports-gender-justice-cause/
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Our Founders
Anannya Bhattacharjee 
Mallika Dutt
Tula Goenka
Geetanjali Misra 
Romita Shetty

Board of Directors
Beesham A. Seecharan | Board Chair
Sabrin Chowdhury | Vice Board 
     Co-Chair
Radhika Nayar | Vice Board Co-Chair
Bushra Mannan | Treasurer
Nilufer R. Shaikh | Secretary
Kavita Mehra | Executive Director
Rupal Patel
Leela Ramnath
Shaheen Rushd
Sumeet Salwan
Dr. Meera Shah
Dr. Dina M. Siddiqi
Nalini Tiwari Greenan
Vasanta Pundarika 

Advisory Board
Indrani Goradia
Adil Nathani
Neha Desai Shah 

Emeritus Board
Dr. Margaret Abraham 
Meeta Anand
Manisha Mehrotra 
Deepti Mittal 
Nandini Nathani 
Nandini Mongia
Chandni Prasad
Dr. Subadra Panchanadeswaran 
Vidya Sachit
Krupa Sharma
Romita Shetty
Tamseela Tayyabkhan
Neeta Rastogi Singh 
Lakshmi Rao Sankar

Sakhi Team
Fairuz Ahmed | Senior Advocate, 
     Housing Justice Program 
Iram Ahmedi | Intake Specialist 
Ligia Akthar | Intake Specialist 
Robeela Bajwa | Community Organizer 
Bansi Bhatt | Senior Advocate, 
     Economic Empowerment Program
Fatematuz Chamak | Mental Health 
     Counselor 
Shilpy Chatterjee | Helpline Advocate
Linda Cheriyan | Advocate, Community 
     Engagement Program 
Shriya Chitale | Helpline Advocate
Fauzia Choudhury | Advocate, Anti-
     Violence Program 
Laila Durrani | Advocate, Economic 
     Empowerment Program 
Shariq Farooqi | Advocate, Anti-
     Violence Program 
Tan Hayat | Manager, Development
     & Communications 
Sakshi Kapur | Senior Associate, 
     Grants Management 
Azaadi Khan | Senior Manager, 
     Counseling & YEP 
Aroob Khan | Senior Associate,  
     Programs Data 
Malini Khorana | Director of Finance &  
     Operations 
Arundhati Krishnan | Advocate, YEP
Rezowana Linta | Manager, Counseling 
     Program 
Rashmi Luthra | Special Projects 
     Advisor 
Shubhekchya Malla | Sexual Assault 
     Program Manager and Advocate 
Kavita Mehra | Executive Director
Hozaifa Mir | Advocate, Economic 
     Empowerment Program 
Fhamida Mohasin | Manager, 
     Community Engagement Program 
Zainab Muzaffar | Sr. Assoc Dir, 
     Communications & Development 
Rachana Parekh | Manager, 
     Counseling Program 

Young Professionals
Network
Ayman Mohammad | Co-Chair 
Armaan Nathani | Co-Chair 
Sonia Mittal
Zain Khanna
Ria Sabnis
Saadia Naeem
Fiona Zhao
Shara Shukla
Shreya Keshive
Payal Kadiwar
Hamna Nazir
Sudiksha Singh

Sakhi Team (cont.)
Chandra Persaud | Technology & 
     Operations Associate 
Pooja Raj-Green | Director, Programs 
Hana Ramdhany | Senior Manager, 
     Finance & Operations 
Sirajum Sandhi | Senior Advocate, 
     Youth Empowerment Program 
Pria Sibal | Assoc. Director, Housing 
     Justice Program 
Reshmi Sengupta | Sr. Associate 
     Director, Economic Empowerment   
     Program 
Manisha Shah | Manager, Helpline
Namrata Sharma | Manager, Economic 
     Empowerment Program 
Nisa Sheikh | Assoc. Director, Anti-
     Violence Program 
Sangey Sherpa | Manager, Housing 
     Justice Program 
Kirti Sinha | Family Mental Health 
     Counselor 
Mayuri Vedi | Special Projects 
     Associate 
Megana Vonguru | Special Projects 
     Associate 
Siddhi Vora | Advocate, Housing 
     Justice Program 
Jason Yoon | Manager of Institutional 
     Giving 
Noura Costany | Social Media 
     Consultant

Foundational Sakhi
Community Members*
Meha Bhouraskar
Ranu Boppana
Kitty Chachra
Nandini Nathani
Tamseela Tayyabkhan

*This list is in formation and subject to additions
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Our 2023 Supporters

$10,000 -
$24,999

$250,000+
Housing and Urban Development
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
NYS Office of Victim Services - VOCA
US Department of Justice
Trinity Church Wall Street
The Ramesh and Kalpana Bhatia 
     Family Foundation

$100,000 -
$249,999
NYS Department of Health
NYS Department of State
NYCC - Domestic & Other Violence 
     Emergencies (DoVE) Program
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
The Asian American Foundation

$25,000 - 
$99,999
Brooklyn Community Foundation
BRV Sharma Family Foundation
The Chirag Foundation
Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Grantmakers for Girls of Color
The Marion E. Kenworthy-Sarah H. 
     Swift Foundation
NYCC- Initiative to Combat Sexual 
     Assault
The Nathani Family
NYCC - AAPI Community Support
NYCC - Elder Abuse Prevention 
     Program
NYS Legislative Office
The Rina & Bharat Parikh Foundation
Sumeet & Shefali Salwan
Vidya & Ajay Satchit
Karthik Venkataraman

Neha Desai Shah, SNACK Pack 
     Foundation, The Shah Family 
     Giving Fund
The Tides Foundation
The Warburg Pincus Foundation
NYCC Speaker Adrienne Adams
NYC CM Shahana Hanif

$25,000 - 
$99,999 (cont.)

Anand-Delaquis Family
Foundation
Sabrin Chowdhury & Faraz
Munaim
Goldman Sachs Matching Gift
Program
Indrani & Hemant Goradia
The New York Women's
Foundation
SONA
PVH Matching Gift Program
Queens Legal Services
Beesham A. Seecharan
Ong Family Foundation

$5,000-
$9,999 (cont.)
Radhika Nayar
Meera Oza
Mahnaz Ispahani Bartos
Rupal Patel
Sanjay Rangan
Shaheen Rushd & Jeremy
Silverman
Saxena Family Foundation
Nilufer Shaikh & Shakeel Ahmed
Shruti Sharma & Jags Vazirani
Dina M. Siddiqi
Skoll Foundation
Thomas & Nalini Tiwari Greenan
Bloomberg
Zakat Youth Council

$2,500-
$4,999
Margaret Abraham & Pradeep
Singh
Bristol Myers Squibb Matching
Dollars Program
Edelman Community Investment
Grants
Hilary & Edwin Jager
JP Morgan Chase Matching Gifts
Muslim Majlis of Staten Island Inc
Planned Parenthood of Greater
New York
David Schleicher
Chandra Sunkara
Kushagra Verma
Bushra Mannan

$5,000-
$9,999
Venkat Chalasani
Tali Farhadian Weinstein & Boaz
Weinstein
Indiaspopup.com
Deepti Jain
Legal Aid Society
Rakesh Mehta
Asha & Devdutt Nayak
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sakhi.org

contactus@sakhi.org

1 (212) 868-6741

P.O. Box 1333
Church Street Station
New York, NY 10008-1333

@sakhinyc

Thank you for
supporting our 
survivor-led movement
for gender justice.

To learn more about Sakhi and our work, 
visit us at our website.

For questions about this report, please contact 
Sr. Associate Director of Communications & Development,
Zainab Muzaffar at zainab.muzaffar@sakhi.org

http://sakhi.org/
https://www.instagram.com/sakhinyc/?hl=en
http://sakhi.org/

